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succeeded long afterwards, when the power of Buddhism
had declined."^

The caste distinctions which might have obtained among
the Buddhist laity in India had no religious consecration.
They had only a social significance. On the other hand,
in Hinduism, that is 10 say, that religion which refers to
Brahmanic scriptures and tradition for its orthodoxy, which
worships the Brahmanic deities and their incarnations,
which enjoins veneration for the cow and certain rules con-
cerning intermarriage and interdining, and which enforces
the presence of the Brahman at all ceremonies, caste dis-
tinctions have not only a social but also a religious signi-
ficance. One is a Brahman, a Jb^shatriya, a Vaisya, or a
Sudra solely by his birth. The statas of a Brahman, it is
said, is incapable of acquisition by a person belonging to
any of the three other orders. That status is the highest
with respect to all creatures. We are told in the Mahd-
bhaTata: " From the order of brute life one attains to the
status of humanity. If born as a human being, he is sure
to take birth as a Pukkasa or a Chandala. One having
taken birth in that sinful order of existence, one has to
wander in it for a very long time. Passing a period of one
thousand years in that order, one attains next to the status
of a Sudra. In the Sudra order one has to wander thirty
thousand years before one acquires the status of a Vaisya.
After wandering for a time, that is, sixty times longer than
what has been stated as the period of the Sudra existence,
one attains to the Kshatriya order. After wandering for a
time that is measured by multiplying the period last named
by two hundred one becomes born in the race of such a
Brahman as lives by t^ie profession of arms. After a time
measured by multiplying the period last named by three
hundred, one takes birth in the race of a Brahman that is
given to the recitation of the Gdyatri and other mantras.
After a time measured by multiplying the last named by
four hundred, one takes birth in the race of such a Brah-
man as is conversant with the Vedas and the scriptures."
Only the Brahman as such, by subjugating joy and grief,